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Greenhouse Biology
Course Overview

Biology is a core science course for tenth graders in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School District.  Throughout this year I will encourage you to actively discover the living world around you, and as designated by the North Carolina curriculum the course will focus on a.) The nature of science b.) Science as an inquiry c.) Science and technology and d.) Science in personal and social perspectives.

It is my intent to guide you to “make the material your own” and have the content in this biology course mean something to you at the end of the year.  I intend to stress group projects, hands-on activities and a large number of laboratories.  This will require a great deal of responsibility, maturity, and effort on your part.  The amount of activities completed throughout the year will rely greatly on the commitment of each student.  Let’s work thoroughly and diligently together to get the most out of this intriguing science called Biology
Educational Background

My name is Lee Calvert. I went to Florida College where I obtained my Associates in Arts Degree. I then transferred to Western Kentucky University. In 2011 I graduated with a Bachelors of Science in Investigative Biotechnology. I then went ahead and went to graduate school at WKU. In 2013, I graduated with a Master’s in Public Administration. 
Required Course Material

The following materials are required for each student to bring to class everyday unless directed otherwise. I stress: Bring all materials everyday-this is not negotiable!!!

	1.  3 ring binder ( 1 ½ in) with 5 dividers

	2. Blue or black pen and a pencil 

	3. Loose-leaf paper
The following materials are recommended for studying at home but if needed for a homework assignment can be used in-class during tutoring hours.

	1. Pack of 3” X 5” index cards

	2. Envelopes for storing vocabulary cards and foldable

	3. Glue stick

	4. Colored pencils and/or highlighters

	5. Scissors


Course Grading and Evaluation
Your grades will be based on a variety of activities, projects, labs, writing/homework assignments, and assessments. The grading will be weighted as follows:

70% Tests/Labs/Projects/Quizzes
30% Homework/Classwork/Participation/Warmups
Students will be issued 3 progress reports per quarter, and current grades will be posted weekly, so keep track of your grades to ensure your academic success and let me know if you have any problems which we can address together.

LATE WORK: All students have 5 school days to turn in late work
Class Attendance Policy:

· It is CMS policy the 10 absences cause immediate removal from the class

Tardy Policy:

1. Administrative Warning

2. After School Detention (ASD)

3. After School Detention (ASD) with a Parent Conference 

4. Lunch Detention

5. Saturday School

6. Intervention Team Referral
Rules and Expectations (NO EXCUSES!):

1. Respect all people, belongings, and our school.
2. Be present and prepared at all times during class.
3. Remain quietly in your seat and actively learning unless otherwise instructed.
4. Hold food, drinks, electronics, or hats/hoods till breaks.
5. Save your cell phone battery till break.

Rewards include:

∙Verbal praise

∙Participation points
· Bargain slips
∙Phone call home

∙Student of the week

Consequences:

∙Verbal warning

∙One on one discussion
∙Sit at form table
∙Sent to another class/Call home

∙Referral to administrator
Any serious infraction may result in seat being moved to exclude student from others or student may be removed from class completely to visit and administrator
Approximate Unit Outline

	UNIT
	TITLE
	Approximate dates

	1
	Biochemistry
	9/2-9/18

	2
	Cell Structure/ Reproduction and Microscopy
	9/19-9/25

	3
	Cell Physiology
	9/26-10/3

	4
	DNA and Protein Synthesis
	10/4-10/16

	5
	Biotechnology
	10/17-10/21

	6
	Meiosis/ Genetic Variation and Genetics
	10/22-11/17

	7
	Human Genetics
	11/18-11/25

	8
	Evolution
	12/1-12/12

	9
	Classification
	12/15-12/19

	10
	Living Organisms-adaptation, STERNGRR, & behavior
	1/26-2/11

	11
	Ecology
	2/12-2/23

	12
	Human Impact
	2/24-2/27


March 2-May 29- Will be running through the curriculum with a different outlook and focus to make sure every student is prepared to pass this class.
EOC is June 5, 8, 9, 10

Tentative Daily Schedule
1. Warmup
2. Cover warmup

3. Notes
4. Coursework
5. Coursework, Notes, Labs, etc.

6. Assessment before you leave.

7. Review work.
I look forward to working together this year to ensure academic success as we make progress towards graduation and the many successes that follow.

